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Description: 

Cretarhabdus crenulatus BRAMLETTE & MARTINI, 1964 

Cretarhabdus 
crenulatus 

FIGs. 21-24 - Cretarhabdus crenulatus BRAMLETTE & MARTINI, n . sp. 21-22, 
holotype, U SNM 646200, side view; 22, stem 0° to x-nic; Bellocq 1, upper 
Maestrichtian; 23-24, Proximal view of basal plate; 24, long axis 10° to x-nic; 

Alabama 18, Prairie Bluff Formation (upper Maestrichtian). 

Elliptical base has a conspicuous groove around periphery which may be considered a partial 
separation into two plates, with the proximal side smaller. The relatively broad peripheral 
part of base is finely striate, and the small central area perforate, with the resulting crenulate 
appearance of the border between them conspicuous under crossed nicols; the curvature of 
the extinction lines is sinistral as viewed from the distal side. Central stem with canal has si
nistral upward spiral striae, and end of stem broadens to form a calyxlike tip. Length of basal 
plate 6- 11 fL· Height of stem 10- 17 fL· 

Remarks: 

The peculiar tip of the stem is similar to that of Cretarhabdus? anthophorus, but the spiral striae 
in the stem of Cretarhabdus crenulatus are more conspicuous than in Cretarhabdus? anthophorus, 
and the central area of the base is perforate and quite different otherwise. The base has a re
latively small perforate area and a broad outer part, as compared with the base of Cretarhabdus 
conicus. 

Type level: 

Upper Maestrichtian. 

Distribution: Present m the type Maestrichtian, and common m equivalents m Denmark, 
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southwestern France, Tunisia, Alabama (Prairie Bluff and Ripley Formations), and Arkansas 

(Arkadelphia Clay). Earliest occurrence not determined. 

Type locality: 

Well Bellocq 1, southwest France. 

Depository: 

U. S. National Museum. Holotype: USNM 648200. 

Author: 

Bramlette M .N. and Martini E., 1964, p. 300; pl. 2, figs. 21-24. 

Reference: 

The great change in calcareous nannoplankton fossils between the Maestrichtian and Danian. 
Micropaleontology, vol. 10, n° 3, pp. 291-322, pis. 1-7. 
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